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7,368,479 The number of children ever covered by CHIP in 2008.1 

23% 
The percentage of children in low-income families who were without insurance in 

1997.2 

15.1% 
The percentage of children in low-income families who were without insurance in 

2009.3 

90% 
The percentage of children enrolled in CHIP whose families earn less than 200% of the 

Federal Poverty level.4 

92% The percentage of kids covered by CHIP who have at least one parent employed.5 

66% 
The percentage of families who make less than the Federal Poverty Level who are not 

offered private health insurance through their employers.6 

69% 
The percentage of small firms (3-199 workers) offering their employees health benefits 

in 2000.7 

68% 
The percentage of small firms (3-199 workers) offering their employees health benefits 

in 2010.8 

14% 
The percentage of children covered by CHIP who switched to SCHIP from private 

insurance.9 

43% 
The percentage of children covered by CHIP who were uninsured for at least 6 months 

prior to enrolling.10 

7.3 million The number of children in the United States who remain uninsured.11 

9.3% The percentage of all children who are uninsured in the United States.12 

13.3% The percentage of uninsured American children who are African American.13 

40.4% The percentage of uninsured American children who are Hispanic or Latino.14 

70% 
The percentage of all uninsured kids who are eligible for either Medicaid or SCHIP but 

who, nevertheless, remain without coverage.15 

1 in 7 The odds that an uninsured child has not seen a doctor in more than 2 years.16 

1 in 25 
The odds that a child on CHIP or Medicaid has not seen a doctor in more than 2 

years.17 
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234% How much more costly for an emergency room visit than a doctor’s office visit.18 

500% 
How much more likely it is for an uninsured child to use the emergency room as a 

regular place of care than an insured child.19 
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First Focus is a bipartisan advocacy organization committed to making children and families  

a priority in federal policy and budget decisions. To learn more visit www.firstfocus.net. 

 

For more information about First Focus’s Child Health policy portfolio, contact 

Lisa Shapiro, Vice President of Child Health. LisaS@firstfocus.net; 202.657.0675 


