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What is Temporary Protected Status (TPS)? 
 
Temporary Protected Status (TPS) is a temporary immigrant status granted by the Secretary of the 
Department of Homeland Security to individuals from designated foreign countries due to crisis situations 
such as ongoing civil war, natural disasters or national epidemics.1 The program was created by Congress in 
1990 as a form of humanitarian relief.2  
 
There are approximately 325,000 TPS beneficiaries currently living in the United States. The highest number 
of recipients being from El Salvador (195,000), Honduras (57,000), and Haiti (50,000)3. Many TPS 
beneficiaries have resided in the U.S. for more than 20 years and have U.S. citizen children. Without this 
protection, these families will be at risk of separation and deportation to countries where they no longer have 
a home.  
 

Who is eligible for TPS? 
 
Applicants must be a national of a country that has been designated for TPS by the U.S. Government and 
lived continuously in the United States since the designation of TPS for that country.  There are 10 countries 
currently designated for this temporary status. The Trump administration has announced expiration dates for 
Nicaragua, Sudan, El Salvador, Haiti, Honduras, and Nepal.  

• El Salvador – to expire September 9, 2019 

• Haiti – to expire July 22, 2019 

• Honduras – to expire January 5, 2020 

• Nepal – to expire June 24, 2019 

• Nicaragua – to expire January 5, 2019 

• Somalia – extended through March 17, 2020 

• Sudan – to expire November 2, 2018 

• South Sudan – extended through May 2, 
2019 

• Syria – designated through September 30, 2019 

• Yemen – extended through March 3, 2020 

 

What protections does TPS provide?  
 
TPS recipients are not subject to deportation and may be granted travel parole. TPS recipients may also 
obtain work authorization.4 TPS is not a pathway to citizenship, however, it does not interfere with initial 
applications for residency or non-immigration status.  

 

Who are TPS recipients? 
 

• About 68,000 TPS recipients from El Salvador, Haiti, and Honduras arrived as children under the 
age of 16.5 

• Approximately 30,000 TPS beneficiaries from El Salvador, Haiti, and Honduras are married to a legal 
resident.6 

• TPS beneficiaries from El Salvador, Honduras, and Haiti have a total of 273,200 US-born children.7 

                                           
1 USCIS (US Citizenship and Immigration Services). 2017. “Temporary Protected Status.” Washington, DC: USCIS. https://www.uscis .gov/humanitarian/temporaryprotected-status. 
2 https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/temporary-protected-status-united-states-grant-humanitarian-relief-less-permanent 
3 Ibid. 
4 Ibid. 
5 Robert Warren and Donald Kerwin, "A Statistical and Demographic Profile of the US Temporary Protected Status Populations from El Salvador, Honduras, and Haiti," Journal on 
Migration and Human Security Vol. 5 No. 3 (2017), 577-592,  
6 Ibid. 
7 Ibid. 
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• More than half of those from El Salvador and Honduras have resided in the United States for more 
than 20 years. 8 

 
Countries with Terminated Protections: 

 
• Haiti was designated for TPS in 2010 due to the extraordinary conditions experienced in the country 

due to the 7.0 magnitude earthquake.9 The Trump Administration announced that TPS status 
for Haitians will end July 2019. 

 

• Nicaragua was designated for TPS in 1999 due to the environmental disaster faced by the country 
after Hurricane Mitch in 1998. DHS last extended TPS for Nicaragua in July of 2016 for 18 months 
through January of 2018.10 The Trump Administration announced that TPS status for 
Nicaraguans will end January 2019. 

 

• El Salvador was designated for TPS in March of 2001 due to the environmental disaster caused by a 
series of earthquakes in 2001. TPS for El Salvador was most recently extended in September of 2016 
for 18 months through March of 2018.11 The Trump Administration announced that TPS status 
for Salvadorans will end September 2019. 

 

• Honduras was designated for TPS due to devastating destruction and environmental disaster of 
Hurricane Mitch in 1998.12 TPS for Honduras was extended in July of 2016 for 18 months through 
January 2018. The Trump Administration announced that TPS status for Hondurans will end 
July of 2018. 
 

• Nepal was designated for TPS in June of 2015 due to conditions resulting from a devastating 
earthquake and aftershocks. The Trump Administration announced that TPS status for Nepal 
will end June 24, 2019. 
 

• Sudan was designated for TPS due to an ongoing armed conflict which caused great concern for the 
safety of Sudan nationals. TPS was most recently extended in 2016 for 18 months. The Trump 
Administration announced that TPS status for Sudan will end November 2, 2018. 

 
Why does this matter? 
 
Because the conditions that warranted TPS designation have continued to persist in countries such as El 
Salvador, Haiti, and Honduras, many beneficiaries have resided in the United States for more than two 
decades. They have established lives, have U.S. born children, have mortgages, participate in the workforce, 
and contribute to the national economy. More than 273,000 U.S. citizen children whose parents are TPS 
recipients now face an uncertain future and fear separation from their parents.  
 
A decision to end TPS will be devastating for hundreds of thousands of families and children who 
have nowhere to go and call the United States home.  

 
 

                                           
8 Ibid. 
9 https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2017/05/24/2017-10749/extension-of-the-designation-of-haiti-for-temporary-protected-status  
10 USCIS (US Citizenship and Immigration Services). 2017. “Temporary Protected Status.” Washington, DC: USCIS. 
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/temporaryprotected-status. Designated country Nicaragua.  
11 Ibid. designated country El Salvador 
12 Ibid. designated country Honduras 
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