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PROJECT OBJECTIVE AND
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PROCESS & METHODS



Process & Methods

e Conduct a literature review
e Administer interviews with First Focus stakeholders

e Analyze First Focus's Advocacy




THE JOURNEY

National Approach to Reduction of Child Poverty
First Focus Approach to the Reduction of Child Poverty
Leading Coalitions

A Roadmap to Reducing Child Poverty



Establishment of SNAP
Medicaid

Medicare

Social Security

Aid to Families with
Dependent Children

NATIONAL APPROACH TO CHILD POVERTY

Supplemental Security
Income Program

Earned Income Tax
Credit

New Jobs Tax Credit
of 1977

Family Assistance Plan

1960's to Present

The Convention on the
Rights of the Child

Needy Families
CHIP 1997
Child Tax Credit 1997

1980'S

« Job Training Partnership
Act of 1982

e The Family Support Act of
1988

 The National Commision
on Children

Beyond Rhetoric Report
Temporary Assistance to

2013 Immigration Reform
PATH Act 2015

2017 Tax Revision
Roadmap to Child Poverty

Report 2019

* American Rescue Plan 2021

« EGTRRA of 2001
« Great Recession of 2008

« American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act 2009

2010'S-
PRESENT




2009-2013

* Emergency Economic

Stabilization Act of
2009

* American Taxpayer
Relief Act of 2012

* |Immigration Reform

TIMELINE OF FIRST FOCUS EFFICACY

2015

* Protecting
Americans from

Tax Hikes Act of
2015

* Funding approved

for the NASEM
study on child
poverty

2009 to Present

2017

Enactment of the

2016

Child Poverty
Action Group

2017 Tax Revision

Founded

2020-PRESENT

* Children’s Budget
2020

* Children’s Budget
Coadlition’s Letter to the

2019

A Roadmap to
Child Poverty

Study Published Biden Administration

to Make Tax Revisions
Permanent

* American Rescue Plan
Act of 2021



Advocacy at Work

e |TIN Requirements
o Restrictions on the eligibility for the Child Tax Credit may put many
children at risk of falling into poverty
o Positive Impact
m Establishment of The Center for the Children of Immigrants

e Child Tax Credit vs. Child Dependent Care Tax Credit

e Child advocates vs. adult advocates
o Earned Income Tax Credit
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CHILDREN'S
BUDGET
COALITION

Ensures that children
and families are
prioritized in federal
policy and budget
decisions

Leading Coalitions

Intentional Coalition Building

* Intentional
Advocacy
e Information
Sharing

* Policy
Advising

CHILD POVERTY
ACTION GROUP
(cpPAG)

Works toward the
goal of reducing
poverty in the
nation




Leading Coalitions

Intentional Coalition Building

Steps that led to Success
e Diminishing barriers of politics and expertise
e Merging passion for a common goal
e Creating a transparent space
e Committing to collaborative advocacy

e Taking action & Defending Cause/Issue




SCIENCES + ENGINEERING - MEDICINE

A Roadmap to Reducing = ...

® W Es :
Child Poverty A Roadmap to Reducing
“ . _ Child Poverty
Our report laid out a really strong case and - __
presented different proposals which showed that TN e

it is definitely possible to reduce child poverty by
half in the next ten years, at a price that is way
less than what it costs a country to have so
many children living in poverty.’

L

- Suzanne Le Menenstrel, National Academy of

Sciences Senior Program Officer for the Board on
Children, Youth and Families



Results of the 2019 NASEM Study

e Tackling child poverty was seen as achievable

e Change in the way we measure the number of children
living in poverty

e Expanding and improving the CTC would cut child
poverty in half over a decade

e |dentified an $800 billion to $1.1 trillion annual cost of
child poverty to society

e Found no evidence that providing supports like the CTC
reduces work
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Next Steps

e Continue to elevate importance of CTC, CDCTC, &
EITC

e Fducate legislators, staff, & administration on
efficacy & varying roles of tax credit policies

e Advocate for permanent authorization of tax credit
reforms authorized in the American Rescue Plan

ACT
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