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AND SUPPORT CHILDREN

For several years, the demographic of those arriving at our border seeking safety has 
shifted to a greater proportion of children and families. These children and families 
make a perilous journey to flee persecution, torture, trafficking, and abuse in their 
countries of origin. Too often, children and families are met with rejection at our border 
that exposes them to violence and exploitation, family separation, detention, and a 
complex and confusing immigration system that they must navigate without support. 
These deterrence-based policies threaten children’s health, safety, family unity, and 
general well-being, and increase the risk that our government will return children and 
families to the very perils they fled.

U.S. law requires the federal government to ensure that no person is sent back to 
a country where they would experience harm and that every child in immigration 
custody is treated with dignity and respect. Additionally, the American people support 
policies that ensure our immigration system is fair, humane, and provides due process. 
Voters also agree that the government must apply a “best interests of the child” 
standard for all government policy. Prioritizing children’s best interests will result 
in asylum policies that are orderly, fair and humane. To protect and support children 
arriving at our border, the U.S. must give them:

1. A welcome and safe reception at the border. Children and families should have unrestricted 
access the U.S. border to seek protection, as the law requires. The government should create 
child-friendly reception centers staffed with professionals in child protection that meet children 
and families’ immediate and basic needs in the shortest period possible. Unaccompanied 
children should be transferred to the custody of Health and Human Services, and families 
should be referred to government-supported nonprofits that provide shelter, reception, and 
support for people to get to their final destinations. Throughout this process, families should 
remain together.

2. Support to pursue their claim for protection in community. Rather than being jailed or subject 
to electronic surveillance, children and families should have access to voluntary and wholistic 
services in the community to help them understand the immigration system and meet their 
social and emotional needs through basic health, mental health, housing, and income support 
services. Unaccompanied children should have access to family and community-based 
placements until they are promptly and safely reunited with a sponsor and have access to 
services in their communities once released from government custody.

3. A fair opportunity to make their claim for protection. Children and families should have 
guaranteed access to legal representation and adequate time to begin to recover from their 
journey and build their case. The government should implement child-friendly policies and 
procedures for immigration proceedings, including a trauma-informed children’s corps of 
asylum officers and immigration judges that handle all child and family cases.

https://trac.syr.edu/immigration/reports/687/
https://familiesontherun.org/
https://familiesontherun.org/
https://www.justice.gov/file/23326/download
https://www.justice.gov/file/23326/download
https://youthlaw.org/initiatives/enforce-flores-settlement-agreement
https://youthlaw.org/initiatives/enforce-flores-settlement-agreement
https://welcomewithdignity.org/asylum-survey/
https://welcomewithdignity.org/asylum-survey/
https://firstfocus.org/resources/fact-sheet/fact-sheet-the-best-interests-of-the-child-standard
https://firstfocus.org/resources/fact-sheet/fact-sheet-the-best-interests-of-the-child-standard
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Immigration Custody Process For Children
This chart outlines the various temporary placements of a minor in immigration 

custody. Where children are transferred to depends on whether they arrive 
unaccompanied children or with family units.

Office of Refugee Resettlement
Unaccompanied minors are transferred to 

the care of ORR, under Department of 
Health and Human Services.

Family or Community Sponsors Families are released to continue 
their immigration case in the 

community

Department of Homeland Security
DHS sometimes detains children with their 

parents and legal guardians (Note: The 
Biden Administration has a policy of not 

detaining families.).
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Children and families arrive and are processed at CBP facilities. 
These facilities are designed for short term use.

Customs and Border Protection


