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The Kid Angle

Kid-focused news from First Focus on Children

14 ways that Congress must help kids NOW (plus, one more...)
July 15, 2021

Text/Call/Email: Michele Kayal, VP Media and Communications, 703-919-8778

Let’s start with the +1, since it’s top-of-mind today:
+1. Make improved and expanded CTC permanent

Today, 39 million households — or 90% of kids and their families — began
receiving monthly cash payments of up to $300 per child. We spoke to four
West Virginia working moms about how the money will change their
families’ lives — at least for the next six months. It’s worth noting that
making the tax cut permanent would benefit 93% of West Virginia’s
children — but not a single member of the state’s Congressional delegation
has signed on. (Yes, we’re looking at you Joe Manchin.)
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WE ASKED 4 WORKING MOMS
FROM WEST VIRGINA ABOUT
THE IMPACT THIS WOULD HAVE
ON THEIR FAMILIES

14 ways that Congress must help kids NOW

Research shows that an overwhelming_majority of voters — regardless of
political affiliation — believe that federal policy and budgets should be set
according to a “best interest of the child” standard. In our Children’s Agenda

for the 117th Congress, the expert policy team at First Focus Campaign for
Children offers groundbreaking solutions in every area of policy — from taxes

to health care, nutrition, immigration, education, juvenile justice, child care,
foreign affairs and other critical issues — as well as recommendations for
specific legislation that Congress should enact to achieve them. Why?
Because every issue is a children’s issue. #ltsAKidslssue
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https://action.campaignforchildren.org/r?u=Zn-t2gzc2kWpklGmO8vivuRFiXshYtpZJ4BT5tJu2CXtD0vZxdkJt3vm2_cfqIN2J_gZVUtrL_PZ_pvGLomG8d88FG5OIXvTA_Zo9LM93AJUPTlL8MFSua0tJw93no_9&e=f6ea544ce311654fd4751812d0167993&utm_source=ffcc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=_63_wvamoms_kidsagenda&n=4&test_email=1

Here’s a topline preview of what you’ll find in the report (click on the image
to download the one-pager):

A CHILDREN'S AGENDA FOR THE
117TH CONGRESS

EVERY ISSUE IS A CHILDREN'S ISSUE

Prioritize Kids in Policy Making by adopting a children's
budget, agpointing an Independent Children’s Commissioner
tor identify polley impacts on children, and establishing a Best
Interest of the Child standard for federal policy. Read more
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End Child Poverty by enacting a national target to eut ehild
poverty at least in half s we can sustain and then build upon
progress made on child peverty under the American Rescue
Plan. Bead more
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Improve the Tax Code by making recent improvements to
the Child Tax Credit, the Earned Income Tax Credit and the
Child and Dependent Care Tax Credit permanent, affering rent
relief, and establishing baby bonds for kids' frtures, Bead more
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End Child & Family Homelessness by reforming federal
hemelessmess assistance ta meet children's needs, nereasing
access o affordable housing for families with children, and
improving legal protections that prevent evictions. Bead more

-
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Ensure Health Coverage for All Children by making the
Children's Health Insurance Program permanent, guarantesing
cantinuows coverage for kids ages 0-5, and expanding health
care coversge access for immigrant farmilies. Bead more
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Improve Child and Maternal Health by providing
comprehensive supports to pregrant p=ople, inwvesting in
home visiting programs, sxpanding vaccine access, and

training providers in treating childhood trauma. Bead mars

Restore Environmental Health by pursuing environmental
justice far marginalized cormmunities, pretecting children from
exposure ta toxing and lead, and vesting in programs that
eambal the effects of climate change. Bead more
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https://action.campaignforchildren.org/r?u=Zn-t2gzc2kWpklGmO8vivuRFiXshYtpZJ4BT5tJu2CXtVFGUVZUaq7vF-lEN1wdkHXzKHIsVaBGBS6cUC3It-09VlCzjQAq-d81hmTbW7y5w-LjDXDrt9yNLWGJi8j3A-tb-9h2j3cKu9kz1TP17Sg32XSKf1sfHkr5fKVizepk&e=f6ea544ce311654fd4751812d0167993&utm_source=ffcc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=_63_wvamoms_kidsagenda&n=5&test_email=1

A CHILDREN'S AGENDA FOR THE
1M7TH CONGRESS

EVERY ISSUE IS A CHILDREN'S ISSUE

End Child Hunger and Improve Child Mutrition by
strengthening WIC and the Supplemental Mutrition Assistance
Program, investing in universal school meals, and expanding
access o high-guality nutrition programs. Bead more

Protect Immigrant Children & Keep Families Together
by quarantesing children fair immigration proceedings and
secesd o legal protections, priarilizing cammunily-based

care, and providing a pathway to citizenship, Bead more

Make Child Welfare Weork for Kids by impraving access
to medical and dental care for foster children, addressing
racial inequities in the foster care system, and protecting

children fram the trauma of wnnecessary remaval, Bead more

Restore Justice for Children by fully funding youth-facused
equity and prevention effarts, using adoleseent development
science to inform juvenile justice practices, and phasing aut
detention and correctional facilities for vouth, Bead more

Invest in Educational Equity by addressing the over-
crimimalization of stedents of color and students with
disabilities, adeg ._|;|‘.{.~I':.-' p.;','ing teachers, and r_"-cpanl:!ing carger
readingss programs and mental health supports Read more

Priaritize Children in International Policy by updating
federal syiterms far iracking spending abroad, imaraving early
childheod development programs, and prometing girls' well

being and aceess ta education. Read mare

Provide High-Guality, Afferdable Child Care by
Increasing pay for early leaming educators, funding universal
pre-K for three- and four-year-clds, and capping the amaount
families pay out-of-pocket for child care. Bead more
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Bonus material:

A Budget to Build Back Better

The $3.5 trillion budget announced yesterday by Congressional Democrats aims
to fulfill the President’s comprehensive “Build Back Better” investments and
items not covered in the bipartisan infrastructure proposal.

* The good news: It's too early to say which specific pieces of the BBB plan
are in and which may be out, but we're pleased by the overall movement
toward enacting the President’s proposed historic investments in children,
which will help ensure an inclusive economic recovery.

e The tricky part: The Senate will need all 50 Democrats on board to get
the budget through reconciliation. And (surprise, surprise) many have
competing priorities. Add to that fiscal battles over how to pay for the
investments and it looks like they’re in for some long nights.


https://action.campaignforchildren.org/r?u=Zn-t2gzc2kWpklGmO8vivuRFiXshYtpZJ4BT5tJu2CXtVFGUVZUaq7vF-lEN1wdkHXzKHIsVaBGBS6cUC3It-09VlCzjQAq-d81hmTbW7y5w-LjDXDrt9yNLWGJi8j3A-tb-9h2j3cKu9kz1TP17Sg32XSKf1sfHkr5fKVizepk&e=f6ea544ce311654fd4751812d0167993&utm_source=ffcc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=_63_wvamoms_kidsagenda&n=6&test_email=1
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