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Champions fight for CTC, children's agenda

The Senate returns to Washington on Monday, but Champions for Children
aren’t wasting any time. Democratic Sens. Michael Bennet (Colo.), Sherrod
Brown (Ohio), Cory Booker (N.J.) Raphael Warnock (Ga. — Champion-in-
waiting?) and Ron Wyden (Ore.) urged President Biden this week to make the
improved Child Tax Credit “a centerpiece” of any deal on Build Back
Better.

The politics of this legislation are an hour-to-hour kind of story, but one element
never changes: The CTC kept 4 million children out of poverty every month and

helped American kids and families pay for items including_food, clothing,_child

care, etc.

* First Focus on Children’s Cara Baldari told NBC this week that the
CTC is not “a private family issue” but something that affects us all. She

noted that First Focus on Children has urged the Administration to create
a child poverty target by executive order, establish an interagency
coordinating council for children, track federal investment in children with
a Children’s Budget and take other actions on behalf of children.



https://action.campaignforchildren.org/r?u=FzF-KU0ygDWc21UK_uySepOdFUdplo1I3QxgJu1QTn4&e=6d50ef9bac605c372bd31a2e7c9cacfd&utm_source=ffcc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=_86_out_of_town_round_up&n=1&test_email=1
mailto:MicheleK@firstfocus.org
https://action.campaignforchildren.org/r?u=N5wLK4mVR47V4XFXadiAcrcS07TsDaFTGNm2Fx43HzY&e=6d50ef9bac605c372bd31a2e7c9cacfd&utm_source=ffcc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=_86_out_of_town_round_up&n=2&test_email=1
https://action.campaignforchildren.org/r?u=AN9F0mx_sdo-IBOxDxbAYq2Q6H6BHHDQIxjaazUeKTAsFRMmhGqJPgquW1VdKwGdULhFpaZT6oMR5oDIN6IsnhaHQhJasSBqWKfW-1Re9-10_i8iclqfbAitPIDjebhXdNgtPrNkTShw8AdTC-R8Yula2Euk8dRNaT_CZu1Rn_FmHn11NU2khwpPCPjvq_wQ&e=6d50ef9bac605c372bd31a2e7c9cacfd&utm_source=ffcc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=_86_out_of_town_round_up&n=3&test_email=1
https://action.campaignforchildren.org/r?u=PM3L4eLuVIDd8mSB5TLhw9oqG_6ENwLPfiVZ2XAVmRLzu250JhNhL5ab1hHQFZOVCx3We-iXuq4cXETlj8Q5dd7lUjh5dWUd3sF6sdvd-XZIQiKHWiydkjSGLR65NsKs9a8MY8j1E0lIFxUaHTZTvGfyKf9K77cU3ItiLsMQM8pAXvXlTqi9NyqSeQhy2fEq&e=6d50ef9bac605c372bd31a2e7c9cacfd&utm_source=ffcc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=_86_out_of_town_round_up&n=4&test_email=1
https://action.campaignforchildren.org/r?u=4zJM-Y4ASJI_R6JF-F2ow2nIXwsE18MoPuqW8P48HrZTzZ1KQPiJRgtL2ZnTgRUT43MZ3Q0Jz76ObTe6mbGuMHFmeoadjARpp7WhH8LiYMI6Mz04TLIALwPpOrI8PcWw1eyBLm123sK-JbJ6I7vKwpAkHevJLYjDO_NXCnd8itk&e=6d50ef9bac605c372bd31a2e7c9cacfd&utm_source=ffcc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=_86_out_of_town_round_up&n=5&test_email=1
https://action.campaignforchildren.org/r?u=GmrkqIvTVM5Gw19P8OEWnuvuJHlRCiceksKxsobgx7J_lUqTBsRGV8GBj9rnZ89XqllzEWbEc7_66G5_c5WoCN65l20pKWPDXaBEfCsPHY75DfvxLaH04oRfPFq3bNx7y8OLy2Mfkg9ipgRWJqOF_7_wY_tBnRszcHqLSlUL4O0&e=6d50ef9bac605c372bd31a2e7c9cacfd&utm_source=ffcc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=_86_out_of_town_round_up&n=6&test_email=1
https://action.campaignforchildren.org/r?u=PM3L4eLuVIDd8mSB5TLhw9oqG_6ENwLPfiVZ2XAVmRIMt6E1ENDKJ8Y_sN1PTGw-PYDUPUExUmb0vootC1jIeRvNeu887Bzch90HL4kH7dozF-AUoYeww9hD9rADmShb9Cu5xevmTo3fwVK_TNzlS7SYTCyXiuiS8f-R71dCbNX41H6PKWW2S5TRytXj18nN&e=6d50ef9bac605c372bd31a2e7c9cacfd&utm_source=ffcc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=_86_out_of_town_round_up&n=7&test_email=1
https://action.campaignforchildren.org/r?u=FzF-KU0ygDWc21UK_uySejzGzcNIqw_uw330mZshTaj_SEITh-uobp4jSbwsYEDSPVXFvJjyJ5gyGLscJWb2dQ&e=6d50ef9bac605c372bd31a2e7c9cacfd&utm_source=ffcc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=_86_out_of_town_round_up&n=8&test_email=1

o

Getty Images via NPR

Immigration

Public charge and SNAP

The Biden Administration this week clarified that the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP), commonly known as food stamps,_is not subject

to the public charge rule, and urged states to ensure that immigrant families

realize they can access the program without fear. First Focus on Children

asked the Administration over the summer to take this important step.

The Trump Administration wielded the public charge rule as a bludgeon against
immigrant children and families, frightening them away from public benefit
programs to which they are entitled. In Texas alone, SNAP saw a 13.5%
reduction in enroliment between December 2017 and April 2019.
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Public Charge: Timeline
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Family separation and what we can do about it

First Focus on Children this week answered a call for comments on ending_and
preventing family separation at the U.S. border with the following
recommendations:

e Pursue redress and accountability for separated families

e |ssue guidance based on the right to family unity and due process

e Eliminate all other deterrence-based policies that result in family
separation

* Deploy standards, processes, and entities governed by a “best interests
of the child” standard.

More than 5,500 children were separated from their families between 2017
and 2020. Even now, thousands of children remain separated. Find the full
comment on our website.

EYES PEELED: On Monday, January 31, First Focus on Children
will join Moms Rising, Care Can’t Wait and more than 250 other organizations in
a New York Times open letter urging U.S. Senators to keep fighting for
sweeping improvements to child care and pre-K, paid family and medical leave,
home- and community-based services, and the Child Tax Credit.

A tactic to use with ornery Senators?
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